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Abstract 
This study aims to analyze farmers' motivations for financing 
their children's education amidst income uncertainty in rural 
areas. The focus of the study is on understanding the values, 
beliefs, and strategies used by farmers to maintain the 
continuity of their children's education despite facing economic 
constraints and income fluctuations. This study employed a 
qualitative, descriptive approach. Data were collected through 
in-depth interviews with farmers with school-age children in 
rural areas. The data sources consisted of primary data 
obtained directly from informants. Data analysis was conducted 
through data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion 
drawing, linking field findings to Maslow's motivational theory 
and the Hoover-Dempsey & Sandler model of parental 
involvement. The results indicate that farmers' motivation to 
finance their children's education is driven by the belief that 
education is a basic need and a long-term investment for their 
children's future. Income uncertainty is not a major obstacle as 
long as farmers possess intrinsic motivation, sound financial 
planning, and a strong commitment to their children's 
education. The conclusions of this study confirm that the 
continuity of farmers' children's education is more influenced 
by the values, motivation, and active role of parents than by 
economic conditions alone. 
Keywords: Children's Education, Education Financing, Rural 
Environment. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Education is a crucial factor in 
improving the quality of human resources 
and a strategic tool for improving the 
socioeconomic conditions of the community 
(Rahaju, 2025). For rural communities, the 
majority of whom are farmers, children's 
education is seen as a hope for a better life 
in the future. Education serves not only as a 
means of social mobility but also as an effort 
to break the cycle of poverty, which is often 
passed down from generation to generation 
(BAIHAQY et al., 2025). 

However, the realities of life for 
farmers in rural areas reflect serious 
challenges in financing children's education. 
Farmers' incomes depend on the seasons, 
weather conditions, agricultural price 
fluctuations, and limited market access, 
resulting in uncertain family incomes 
(Nasywa et al., 2025). This pattern directly 
impacts parents' ability to meet their 
children's educational needs, from school 
fees and learning supplies to other 
supporting expenses (Susanto et al., 2025). 
Despite this, many farmers continue to strive 
to maintain their children's education 
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through higher education (Hatu et al., 2024). 
This demonstrates a strong motivation 
behind the economic limitations they face. 

Various studies have shown that 
farmer parents generally have a positive 
view of education and recognize its 
importance as an investment in their 
children's future (Hammadi & Kahar, 2025) 
(Hizam et al., 2023). However, economic 
constraints are often a major barrier to 
education for farmers' children (L. A. Putri & 
Mukramin, 2023). This situation makes 
education financing a complex issue related 
not only to financial capacity but also to 
parents' motivation, values, and 
expectations for their children's future. 

It is noteworthy that previous 
research has focused more on economic 
factors, access to education, and school 
participation rates among farmers' children 
in rural areas (Calista et al., 2025). Some 
studies have also focused on the impact of 
poverty and low family income on the 
sustainability of children's education (D. T. A. 
Putri et al., 2024). Other research has 
emphasized the role of government and 
schools in supporting education in rural 
communities (DEWI & SURIANSYAH, 2025). 
Furthermore, research specifically 
examining farmers' internal motivations for 
financing their children's education amidst 
income uncertainty remains relatively 
limited, particularly using qualitative 
approaches based on direct farmer 

experiences. Therefore, more in-depth 
research is needed to directly understand 
how farmers interpret education and what 
motivates them to continue financing their 
children's education despite economic 
instability (Abidin et al., 2022; Irianto et al., 
2022; Yunansah et al., 2022). 

This research offers a novel 
approach: it focuses on farmers' motivations 
for financing their children's education, 
placing income uncertainty as the primary 
context. This research not only examines 
education from the perspective of farmers' 
access and economic capacity, but also 
explores the values, expectations, and 
strategies employed by farmers to maintain 
their children's education. Using a 
descriptive qualitative approach through in-
depth interviews, this study is expected to 
provide a more comprehensive picture of the 
dynamics of farming families' decision-
making regarding financing children's 
education in rural areas (Wahid et al., 2022). 

Based on the above description, the 
objectives of this study are to identify 
farmers' motivations for financing their 
children's education in rural areas, analyze 
the influence of income uncertainty on their 
efforts to finance their children's education, 
describe the challenges and strategies 
employed by farmers in maintaining the 
continuity of their children's education, and 
understand the hopes expressed by farmers.

2. METHOD 

This study employed a qualitative 
approach with a descriptive approach. The 
qualitative approach was chosen because it 
aimed to gain a deeper understanding of 
farmers' motivations for financing their 
children's education amidst income 
uncertainty, based on the personal 
experiences and perspectives of the 
research subjects. Descriptive research is 
used to describe social phenomena as they 
are, without varying variables, allowing 
researchers to gain a comprehensive 
understanding of the realities of rural 
farmers' lives (Manaroinsong et al., 2023). 

Data collection in this study was conducted 
through in-depth interviews. Interviews 
were used to elicit information directly from 
informants regarding their perspectives, 
motivations, experiences, and strategies for 
financing their children's education (Arianto, 
2024). 

The interviews were semi-structured 
to provide a baseline for the questions, while 
still allowing informants to freely and in-
depthly express their experiences and 
perspectives, based on their context. The 
data sources in this study consisted of 
primary data sources. The primary data were 
obtained directly from key informants, 
namely parents who work as farmers in rural 
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areas. Informants were selected based on 
their direct experience financing their 
children's education despite uncertain 
incomes, enabling them to provide 
information relevant to the research focus. 
The data used in this study were qualitative 
data, consisting of words, questions, and 
narratives obtained through interviews 
(Achjar et al., 2023). These data included 
informants' perspectives on the importance 
of education, motivations for financing 
children's education, economic challenges 
faced, and strategies employed to continue 
sending children to school despite uncertain 
incomes. 

This qualitative data served as the 
primary source of analysis for the study. Data 
analysis was conducted using a descriptive 
qualitative analysis model. The data analysis 
process began with data collection, which 
involved sorting and selecting data relevant 
to the research focus (Achjar et al., 2023). The 
data was then presented in a structured 
narrative format to facilitate understanding 
of the research findings. The final step was 
drawing conclusions, formulating meanings 
and patterns from the analyzed data to 
address the research objectives. The analysis 
process was carried out continuously from 
data collection until the study was 
completed. 

 
3. RESULT & DISCUSSION 

Results 
Based on the interviews conducted, 

the informant in this study, identified as (N), 
is a 75-year-old farmer who has worked as a 
farmer since 1970. For over 50 years, he has 
depended on rice farming for his family's 
livelihood. From his farming income, he 
raised seven children with diverse 
educational backgrounds. Two of his 
children graduated with bachelor's degrees 
and are now successful teachers. The other 
children graduated from high school and 
now work as factory workers, remaining 
involved in farming activities with him. 

According to the informant, 
education plays a crucial role in a child's life. 
Education is not only seen as a means to 

obtain employment and income, but also as 
a foundation for life in this world and the 
hereafter. He defines education as 
knowledge that can guide people towards a 
better and more meaningful life. Therefore, 
from an early age, he instilled in his children 
the importance of financial planning and 
management, one way of doing this is by 
saving for their education, from 
kindergarten through college. He also 
taught his children to continually learn to 
understand and appreciate religious 
knowledge so that they can maintain a 
balance between this world and the 
hereafter. 

"Education can save lives in this 
world and the hereafter. Educating children 
also requires the ability to save, and then 
using the remainder for social charity." 

His life experiences as a farmer have 
shaped his perspective on education. He 
views farming as a profession that provides 
peace, happiness, and independence. By 
managing around one hundred rice paddies, 
he feels able to meet his family's basic needs, 
including the cost of his children's education. 
This strengthened his belief that with hard 
work and proper management, farming can 
provide a decent livelihood and support 
educational expenses. 

"Farming is like entertainment, so at 
75, I still have the passion to farm, because 
100 rice paddies can support seven 
children." 

His main reason for continuing to 
send his children to school, despite the 
uncertain income of farming, is his belief that 
knowledge is the key to life. He believes that 
education can pave the way for prosperity, 
shape a better future, and bring people 
closer to God. His hope for his children's 
education is not solely oriented toward 
material success, but rather that they grow 
into pious individuals with good morals and 
who can benefit others. 

"Because knowledge is very useful. 
We can seek wealth through knowledge, and 
we can also reach the afterlife through 
knowledge. Then there's the hadith "al-ilmu 
nurun al-jahru dorun," which means 
"knowledge is light, ignorance is darkness." 
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Although he hopes his children will 
have decent jobs, he emphasizes that 
agriculture should not be abandoned. He 
views farmers as the backbone of the nation 
because they play a vital role in meeting the 
community's food needs. Therefore, even if 
his children eventually find work outside the 
agricultural sector, they are expected to 
maintain and continue farming activities. 

"My father had a dream: even 
though his children had well-paying jobs, he 
shouldn't abandon farming. Farmers are the 
backbone of the country." 

His motivation for supporting his 
children's education was also influenced by 
his observations of successful people and 
scholars who enjoyed prosperous lives 
thanks to their knowledge. This 
strengthened his belief that education is the 
path to a better life. In supporting his 
children's education, he not only strived to 
meet their material needs but also provided 
them with attention and prayers. He believed 
that parental prayers and sincere attention 
were essential for a child's success, 
motivating them to continue learning. 

"From seeing successful people 
whose lives weren't miserable, my father 
was enthusiastic about sending his children 
to school. He only supported his children's 
education with prayers and attention." 

Facing financial constraints, he 
applied the principles of careful financial 
planning. He didn't prepare for his children's 
education on a whim, but planned well in 
advance. With two harvests a year, he could 
meet the family's needs and the children's 
education gradually. This way, he doesn't 
feel burdened by the cost of education. 

Belia He stated that he has no 
intention of stopping his children's 
education. Instead, education is a top 
priority that must be fought for with all his 
might. He believes that economic limitations 
should not be a reason to sacrifice a child's 
education. 

"I never thought about stopping my 
child's schooling; in fact, I will fight to the 
bitter end." 

Regarding the role of the 
government and schools, he believes that 

farming families need a more stable 
economy and employment opportunities. 
With adequate income, parents will be better 
able to finance their children's education 
independently rather than relying solely on 
direct assistance, which is often uneven and 
misdirected. He also advised other farmers 
that education and agriculture can go hand 
in hand. Education opens up opportunities 
for a better future, while agriculture provides 
independence and a source of livelihood. He 
emphasized that a balance between the two 
will create a more prosperous life. 

"The government should provide 
jobs, not just hand them money directly, so 
that parents can easily advance their 
children's education. I've felt this: 
Alhamdulillah, your children have succeeded 
in their education, and they now have two 
sources of income: working and farming." 
 
Discussion 

The results of interviews with an 
informant (N) indicate that farmers' 
motivation to finance their children's 
education is driven not only by economic 
factors, but also by a strong belief in the 
value and significance of education for their 
children's lives. Education is seen as a means 
of improving the quality of life, shaping 
morals, and providing provisions for life in 
this world and the afterlife. This finding 
aligns with previous research, which found 
that rural farming parents generally have a 
high intrinsic motivation for their children's 
education, despite economic instability 
(Pontoh et al., 2024). This motivation can be 
linked to Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs 
Theory (Y. C. N. Putri & Ibatiyani, 2025). At the 
basic needs level, informants strive to meet 
the family's physiological and security needs 
through agricultural products, including 
food and education costs. 

Despite the uncertain nature of 
farming income, education remains a crucial 
need that must be met. This reflects the fact 
that children's education has become a 
fundamental part of the basic needs of 
farming families. At the social needs and 
esteem level, education is seen as a means 
for children to achieve a better position in 
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society (Yasin et al., 2024). Children's success 
in completing a certain level of education is a 
source of pride and social recognition for the 
family. Furthermore, at the self-actualization 
level, informants interpret education as a 
path to developing children with good 
morals, who are useful to others, and who 
are able to develop their full potential. 
Therefore, the motivation to finance their 
children's education demonstrates the 
efforts of farming parents to achieve higher-
level needs through education, as outlined in 
Maslow's theory (Alviana & Setyowati, 2023). 

Furthermore, the findings of this 
study can also be explained through the 
Hoover-Dempsey & Sandler Parental 
Involvement Model. This model emphasizes 
that parental involvement in children's 
education is influenced by beliefs in their 
role, feelings of competence, and 
perceptions of environmental support and 
opportunities (Aminah et al., 2023). In the 
context of this study, informants strongly 
believe that financing and supporting their 
children's education is the primary 
responsibility of parents. This belief 
encouraged informants to make education a 
top priority, even amidst income uncertainty. 
Their sense of competence as parents was 
also evident in their belief that, if farmers 
could manage their finances well and with 
thorough financial planning, they would be 
able to cover their children's education 
costs. The strategy of saving and preparing 
for education well in advance demonstrated 
a strong sense of self-motivation in the face 
of income uncertainty. This finding aligns 
with previous research, which found that 
parental involvement in children's education 
is determined not only by income level but 
also by the family's beliefs and strategies for 
managing their resources (Mulia & Kurniati, 
2023). 

Furthermore, informants' 
perceptions of their environment were 
evident in their belief that farming families 
needed more than just direct assistance, but 
also economic opportunities and a stable 
income. This perception influenced how 
informants built independence in financing 
their children's education. This aligns with 

findings from other researchers. Previous 
research has suggested that economic 
stability and structural support significantly 
influence the sustainability of children's 
education in rural areas (Kusnanto et al., 
2025). Overall, this discussion demonstrates 
that farmers' motivation to finance their 
children's education is the result of an 
interaction between psychological needs, life 
values, and parental involvement in their 
children's education. Maslow's theory helps 
explain education as a means of fulfilling 
needs and leading to self-actualization 
(Falah et al., 2025), while the Hoover-
Dempsey & Sandler model explains how 
parental role beliefs and sense of 
competence encourage active involvement 
in their children's education (Aminah et al., 
2023). The findings of this study are 
important because they reinforce the view 
that children's education in farming families 
can be maintained even in uncertain 
economic conditions, as long as it is 
supported by strong parental motivation 
and commitment. 

 
4. CONCLUSION 

Based on the research results, it can 
be concluded that farmers' motivation to 
finance their children's education in rural 
areas is not solely determined by income 
stability or size, but is more strongly 
influenced by their belief in the value of 
education, their outlook on life, and their 
parents' commitment to their children's 
future. Income uncertainty in farming is not 
a major barrier to the continuation of 
children's education, as long as parents have 
strong intrinsic motivation, sound financial 
planning, and the belief that education is a 
vital need and a long-term investment. 
Education is understood not only as a means 
to improve the economy, but also as a path 
to moral development, self-potential 
development, and preparation for life in this 
world and the hereafter. 

Theoretically, the findings of this 
study reinforce the relevance of Maslow's 
Hierarchy of Needs Theory by demonstrating 
that education in farming families can 
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simultaneously fulfill basic needs, social 
needs, and self-actualization. Furthermore, 
this study extends the application of the 
Hoover-Dempsey & Sandler Parental 
Involvement Model to the context of rural 
farming families, emphasizing that belief in 
the role of parents and a sense of ability to 
manage economic constraints play a crucial 
role in encouraging parental involvement in 
children's education. Therefore, this 
research contributes to the development of 
studies on educational motivation based on 
the social context and parental profession. 

Practically, the results of this study 
have implications for education and public 
policy, particularly in that efforts to improve 
the educational sustainability of farmers' 
children must not only focus on financial 
assistance, but also strengthen family 
capacity through economic empowerment, 
financial management education, and 
strengthening the role of parents in their 
children's education. The findings of this 
study confirm that the synergy between 
education and agriculture can work hand in 
hand, so that education is not seen as a path 
to abandoning the agricultural sector, but 
rather as a means to create more 
independent and successful farming 
families. 
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